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The University of Dayton News Release 
RESEARCHER HELPS UNITED NATIONS-RELATED GROUP 
Oct. 3, 1991 
Contact: Teri Rizvi 
WRITE BOOK ON HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL IN THIRD WORLD 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Seeing Egyptians living on garbage dumps, 
piling trash on tops of roofs or burning waste on the banks of 
the Nile River has convinced a University of Dayton researcher 
that first-world environmental solutions won't do much good in 
third-world countries. 
"I was reminded how far the United States has come 1.n making 
just basic environmental problems disappear in the last 20 
years," says Barry Dellinger, group leader of environmental 
sciences in the University of Dayton Research Institute. 
Dellinger and 35 other experts on hazardous waste disposal from 
around the world spent last week in Cairo to help a scientific 
arm of the World Health Organization write the draft of a 300-
page "guidance document" on hazardous waste management. 
The book will be published by John Wiley and Sons in England 
next year and targeted to decision-makers in developing 
countries. Dellinger, who for the past decade has been involved 
in the Environmental Protection Agency's incineration research 
program and provided the basis for many of the EPA's incineration 
regulations, was the only Ohio representative in the 
international delegation. 
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Dellinger: Page two 
"The idea of the document is to give developing countries 
information to make decisions," Dellinger says. "I don't like 
landfilling, but third-world countries can't afford to incinerate 
everything. You might have to bury it in the desert instead of 
living on it or burning it on the banks of the rivers. People 
living off the garbage is actually considered a form of recycling 
in some countries. 
"The overall recommendation in the book," he said, "will be 
to assess the risk of the untreated waste, look at its health and 
ecological effects and then determine the cost effectiveness of 
treatment." 
Robert G. Tardiff, an editor for the workshop's sponsoring 
organization, Scientific Group on Methodologies for the Safety 
Evaluation of Chemicals (SGOMSEC), will edit the book, which is 
expected to be published in 18 months. According to Tardiff, 
SGOMSEC organizes a "think tank" every 18 months to study such 
environmental issues as pesticides, chemical accidents and 
reproductive toxicity. 
SGOMSEC is sponsored by the World Health Organization, the 
United Nation's Scientific Committee on Problems of the 
Environment and the National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences. 
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For media interviews, contact Barry Dellinger at (513) 229-2846 
or Robert Tardiff at (703) 893-7475. Dellinger is a Washington 
Township resident. 
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